Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NATO 03056 II0925Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 ACDA-07 
NSAE-00 PA-OI SS-I5 PRS-OI SP-02 USIA-06 TRSE-00 
/059 W 

I20735Z 007943/11 

R 1I0853ZMAY 77 
PM USMISSION NATO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3554 
INEO SECDEF WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USCINCEUR RAFLO BONN GER 
USNMR SHAPE BE 

CONPIDENTIAL NATO 03056 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, NATO, UK 

SUBJECT: TANK MAIN ARMAMENT 

REF: STATE 1 049 1 3 DTG 0721 16Z MAY 77 

UK NADREP PERRY PROVIDED THE POLLOWING CLARIPICATION 
REQUESTED REFTEL: 

- THE UK WILL ADOPT THE MBA 120MM TANK GUN FIRING FIXED 
AMMUNITION POR USE ON THE CHIEPTAIN SUCCESSOR IP THE US 
SELECTS THE MBA FOR THE XML 

- IF THE US DOES NOT ADOPT THE MBA, THEN THE UK WILL 
CHOOSE BETWEEN THE MBA AND THE M7 I20MM TANK GUN WHICH 
PIRES SEPARATE LOADED AMMUNITION POR USE ON THE CHIEFTAIN 
SUCCESSOR. PERRY SAID THE CHOICE BETWEEN THE TWO WILL 
DEPEND PRIMARILY ON PUTURE TANK DESIGN AND INTEROPERABIL- 
ITY CONSIDERATIONS BECAUSE OP THE MINIMAL DIPPERENCE 
BETWEEN M7 AND MBA PERPORMANCE. 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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- AT PRESENT, THE UK DOES NOT BELIEVE THE ERG SMOOTHBORE 
GUN WILL PROVE SUPERIOR TO THE UK RIPPED GUN PRIMARILY 
BECAUSE THE SMOOTHBORE CANNOT FIRE BOTH SPIN AND PIN 
STABILIZED AMMUNITION. 

- AS TO INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN UK GUNS, PERRY SAID THE 
"SHOT" FOR THE M7 AND MBA GUNS ARE THE SAME. THE SHOT 
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AND CHARGE ARE "SEPARATE LOADED" IN THE M7 AND "FIXED" 

WHEN USED IN THE MBA. HE SAID IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO 
EIRE THE NEW ARMORED PIERCING EIN STABILIZED DISCARDING 
SABOT (APESDS) CARTRIDGE IN ITS M7 GUN VERSION EROM THE 
CHIEFTAIN'S EXISTING LI 1 GUN, BUT WITH LIMITATIONS ON 
CHARGE. 

- THE UK HAS NOT DECIDED WHETHER OR NOT TO REGUN CHIEE- 
TAIN. THEY HOPE TO AVOID REGUNNING BY FIELDING AN 
IMPROVED APESDS 120MM CARTRIDGE USING A DESIGN SIMILAR 
TO THE US XM774 CARTRIDGE.STREATOR 
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